SCOURS 


Concerning the 


{ Riſe and Anriquiry 


. 


Gee BD WIRE: OO EE RAS CS SISR9 


Wii mi? 2 nt ie5{ 204 
 Mbtheiher, * it IK PX a. Ot 1 Os 
JF Have always efteem'd-well manag'd- Converſation at convent 


= 
4g 4 F: CGE - Xie, TP 
»— {24 ines ESE oo 2d Crd ob PE Ca 
- 32 AR ' ? F399 3 08 : 
FT MC op in SEA 
Cy 1%) Y, +; Ws es 6. Ge p 
4, at ONE rg ir 
$5"; . £4," . *- 
Wy ; or, 


2 
SO 
- = -6F, 
x» WA# 
” * 
% 7 6 . 
7 
p 4 


ot; (9 p = ET . [is 
a yo , & Ko SET 
* A 7, - 
| | 3Z | 
r . . 
. . 


ent Seaſons,” to be as improving þs the molt retir'd Meditati-. 
2" on. - 'Had 1 not before been of this Opinion, 1 ſhould have 


"F @& bin very much-enclin'd toit, by the benefit 1 have oft receiv'd 


Gl 


7 E foi the free Diſconrſe of thoſe ingenious Gentlemen, by . whom 
F  WrLodgings are ſo much frequented. Qfrten do 1, when alone, 
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ith anſpeakable pleaſure:recollett what - paſt while 1 was among 
you ; What maſculine Thoughts were ſtarted, and how they were 
(rded'againſt the inſults of the Jeſs judicious part of Mankind ; 


| how vulgar Prejudices were remov'd, and current Miſtakes recti- 


$49, of which 'the Mob 'is generally as fond as of their antienr 
ds and Landmarks: and when I-have done, 1 bug my {elf as 
nar going as doth the moſt ſcraping Muck-worm, . when he hath 


; made the moſt' gainful bargain: for improved Knowledg is with 


me the greateſt gain. 

"Our laſt Conference about the difference between Cathedral and 
fothjialWorſhip, was very entertaining:..1 would not deſire to 
ear a matter more throughly debated, Mr: B. in my.opinion went 

beyond himſe[f, I was not a little pleas'd to-ſee Mr. Z. fo open to 

Convition : and cannot be inſenſible how mach we were all oblig'd 


| ' tythat ingenious Gentleman, who'intreduc'd Dr. S, into our Com- 


y upon this occaſion. I concluded we ſhould have the utmoſt 

ength-the Cauſe would bear, deliver'd with as much Wit and 

Ficetiouſneſs as we could well deſire; 1 liſten'd attentively to his Ar- 
gaments, and was free to give them all the ſtreſs they deſcrv'd, tho I - 


- Conld not reliſh his Frowns and Grimaces upon any ſmart reply, 


Which lookt as if he would frighten us info a ſubmiſſion to his Senti- 
ments and Notions, and force his way where reaſon. fail'd. Bur 
his cloſing heat, when he ſaw we were not to be gain'd upon, be- 
cnfe unconvinc'd, led him quite beſide the Cuſhion: he forgat him- 


ff, and difſerv'd his Cauſe. * What, thought I preſently, is this a 


e of day to revive the old weather-beaten Maxim, of believing 


- #theChurch believes, and following her blindly ? Are we not yet 
| &iſtour Dotage ? Ave the Trappings of Religion.as/warmly to be 
- Ultended for as a good Faith or Life? Is (ich manife{t-Bigatry the 


*" $4 to'core'Infidel! y, which is the growing Vice of the . Age we 


{Mea their Gin is touck's ; and Greatis Diana ofthe Epheſians,” W A&.19.24.348 
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in? But 1 find ®tis as true as ever, that Crafts+men willexclaim 
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Mr. M's Argument methinks carrys a great deal in it, Simpt it | 
and Gravity are the moſt becoming Ornaments of Divine Worſhip; 


perficial Ceremonies and complemental —_— 
0 


that are but 
4irand ſhew. But as they are nauſeous to Men ot ſenſe, ſo 


Converſation, Men may be very complaifant and yet hearty; a 


ſiderabte than Poſſibility. Men of Brains and Thought, altho they: 
either through: the tin&ure'of 'Edncation, . may really be fond of a/ 
pompous way of Worſhip ; or for fear of ſingularity; may cuſtty 
marily fall in with ſach Ritual Obſervances as they don't much x 
rire, are yet ſufficiently guarded againſt ſo groſs a weakneſs, azth 
reſting in an outſide Homage would imply : but what will-becomeg 
the poor Vutgar ?* They uſe their Eyes and their Ears: more_than 
their Reaſon, and underſtand not the Art: of AbſtraQon 3; whe 
© therefore they find the Divine Workſhip:ſo contriv'd agd; order: 
to give them entertainment in' their own way, gratifying the 
fenſes, and tickling their Fancies, inſtead of elevating their, Un 
derftandings, and warming their Hearts, they®l be frange'y a6 
reſt in the former, and over-look the latter, and ſo. the great end. 
toft. He that queſtions this, ſeems little to know Mankind, ,. -,.: 
For my own part, I am far from being a. friend to Slovenlidel 
an enemy to Decency : I abhor Irreverence in Divine Workhip.outo 
a pretence to jo and yet am for guarding againlt too g1 
2 Prevalence of the ſenſual part, Jeſt it degenerate into mere Form, 
And therefore'cannot but fall-in with-that which-appear*d the.coms 
mon ſenſe of the Company, that it were better for our Cathedrals 
| to imitate, than be propos'd as patterns to ouy Pariſh Churches, - 
1 That 1 remember, which the Door moſt haxpt ypon,; in. his Uh 
5 cominms of the Cathedral way (complr's to, which he ſeem dts. 
E took upon our Pariſh Worſhip as mere babbling) was Antiquity, 
Authority. There he had vs at eyery turn; -when he had .not:lt 
Anſwer at hand to-our Reaſons. There he thought. he 
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him; and can find no ground tor ſuch mighty Boaſts, - I hav ; maſk f 
the beſt ſearch into the matter that I was able, wich that ailitancs 
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to fancy the great God pleas'd with Theatrical Pomp,anda noiſy 16 4 


temation in paying himpublick Homage,were to repreſent him tine. "F- 
turd.with vn Voung and Folly; which fills Converſation bf be by, 


well be concluded that any thing paraltel.to them, needs.wuſt be i; | 
tike to the Al-wiſt and Heart-ſearching God. - *Tis true in Humane” F 


Divine Worſhip they may be Ceremonious and - Formal, and yet ÞF 
ttuly Devout and Serious; but Likelibood in ſuch caſes is mpre cog, | 
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Retreat : Thither: (accordin to your deſire) I: have ſig ,Þ8 us io £7 | 


O22 of. Cathedral Worſhip. + 


" har appor Library would afford, and mult declare that I can. 
fad zo footing : of the modiſh Worſhip of our Cathedrals in the 
22F Crilti: | Church, either.in the days.of the Apoltles, or for ſome 
"| ate 5 a that if my Authors don't milinform me, (and there- 
- # alin who youpleaſe to be Judges) it prevail'd not till the fourth 
” Century was drawing to a cloſe, and came not to perfettion till Gre- 
%: Þþ gay the Greats days: and was warmly oppos'd by ſundry Perſons of 

"F freat Worth and Eminence for a long time before, at, and after 
x times of the Weſtern Reformation. If 1 can ſer this in a juſt 
ht, 1 doubt the Door muſt lower his Top-ſail, and abate of 
hisPretenſions, lelt his Zeal prove $00 ſtrong for his Judgment. 

" Vis Plea from the Church, when Truth lies at ſtake, is with meof 
ſmall account. I honour the Reformation becauſe bottond upon 
afree yentilation of Truth, to which whoſoever attemprs to put a 
op, undermines our Foundations, and apes ak a relapſe into 1g- 
norance and Superſtition, from which we ought to be thankful that 
we are ſo happily eſcap'd. I honour our Church, but cannot think 
that thoſe befriend her, who would advance her to a prattical In- 
fallibility, admitting of no Alterations and Amendments : and 
cannot. (when I review times paſt) forbear eſteeming ber unhappy 
in. many of her Sons that have appear*d moſt Dutifu}, who have 
autdone her greateſt Enemies z and in her choiceſt Patriots, -who 
have prov'd real Betrayers. For over-doing is undoing, and there- 
fore am well ſatisfy'd that Arch-Biſhop Laud with his Heat and 
Bigotry,, was a greater Enemy to our Church, than Tho. Cartwright 
or-any.of his Abettors, with all their Admonitions and vehement 
laveftives. This I think the Event hath Wa or 

:It is eaſy to be obſerv'd, when Men are once fond of a Notion, how 
buſy they are in ſearching for ſomething to defend it ; how apt to 
turn all things almoſt they meet with into Proofs to ſerve their pur- 
pt . Take for inſtance, thoſe whoſe Ears are fill'd with the Ca- 

edral Chanting, and whoſe minds are ſtill running on its delight- 
ful Melody and Harmony ; . give them the New Teſtament, and turn 
them to.thoſe places where mention is made of ſinging Pſalms and 
Hymns, and they?! reſently fancy themſelves in the Quire, with 
 UeirSinging-Boys about them ; and tis ten to one but they can find 
| Organs too, and other Muſical Inſtruments : they'l think they can 

 _ Preſently thence confute you, even tho they can find no fair Medi- 

- Wforan ones, But this is a Phenomenon that is eaſily re- 
+ WIrd intoa ſtrong prepoſſeſt imagination. | ; 
Perſons may if they pleaſe aſſert, that when our Bleſſed m_ 
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. ſang a Hymn or. Pſdtm after his firſt Inſtitotion-of the Holf'Golt* 


9. » 


mugion, - he divided his Diſciples for the greater Advantage,"put 8 


ay. 
Y 


ting ſix on one ſide, and fix on the other, giving them their arts 


ling Antipbonally, while he himfelf was the Pracentor; for my pat} 


' ſhould-pur them off with a compaſſiongte Smile, as not. thir np the ; 
-matter would bear an Argoment. If they at the' ſame time. wer 
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tend that Paw and Silas, who ſang Praiſes unto God in the Stocks, taky> | 
alfa like Choriſters, rebounding their Parts from one to t'dthefÞ | 
-wavld not bear hard npon them ; *tis pity merhinks they ſhorld © | 
envi'd the Pleaſure of their profound. Difcoveries. © Whien © 
urge St. Pauls Authority, I am not, I muſt confeſs, much moy 

For tho I know-he charges the Epheſians to ſpeak, to themſeinti, mm. 
Pſalms aud Hymns and ſpiritual Songs, /inging and making Melody"in 
their Hearts to the Lord ;, and the Colo/ſtans to teach 710) 
another 1 Pſalms and Hymns, &c. yet I cawt ſee but this cha 
his may be fully comply'd with, without any alternate ſingidgat/ 
ter the manner of the Quire. Baronius indeed informs us, th ord 
Apoſtle here preſcribes the Form of Eccleſiaſtical ſinging : Butt 
think ſo important a matter needs better vouchers. Chriſtians ſeat 

to themſelves, and admoniſh one anotber in Pſalms and Hymns fuſhds. 
ently, by devout Pfalmody in. their Church-Aſſemblies and Privat 

Families, while they thereby warm their own Hearts, and quicken! 


and excite each other by their common Ardour. But for ſinging 
alternately and by turns, I cav ſee nothing of it withont Speaacles, 
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which 1 am not fond of uling for fear they ſhould ſpoil my Eyes.” 
The moſt plauſible Scripture-Allegation they produce is Tany 

Rook of the . Revelation ; where the Apoſtle repreſents the four 
Beaſts that were about the Throne above, as crying out inceſſanth,, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, &c. which they ſtrengthen 
by a parallel Paſſage in the Prophet {ſaiab, who brings themin #.- 
crying ſo one to another ; to which cry of the Beaffs, the 24.Þ 
ders give a ſort of an Antiphonal Anſwer, ſaying : Thou art we-+ 
thy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and Honour, and Power, &c. But wemul. 
have a better Key to the Prophetick Viſions than hath yet bin , 
before we can warrantably argue from them in dubions matters, 1 
can't find but the. .4pocalypſe is yet a Sealed Book, notwithſtanding. 
the great Labour and Pains of ſo many ſcores of Commentators: 
open and upfold it : who, as far as | can diſcern,” know better Wor 
to overthrow one anothers, Schemes and Hypotheſes, than 'bay Wy 
fix with any cergainty whenchey baye done, Bot $ to The pany 
in. hand, *ris no way needFul to Iabour for-an Anfiver:* 
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ws | ; refers to the Jewiſh and not the Chriſtian Mode of it : which: 


wy oE. 


' | whe away the force of any Argument that might hence be drawn, - 
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 flinwith thoſe whe repreſent all the Antients as Giants, and all 
| — as:Dwarfs, and confine Senſe, Learning and Piety, to for- 
mer Times, ;yet I have a juſt Veneration for Antiquity ; and can't. 
| Petticularly forbear having a great regard to the Sentiments and 
| PraQice of the Primitive Chriſtians. But the worſt of it is, many. 
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of the Allegations with reference to the matter in hand, out of 
tecarly Ages of the Church, run in fo viſionary a ſtrain, that it- 
requires more Credulity than | am. maſter of, to-lay any ſtreſs up- 
on them : 4nd as for the reſt, they are liable to ſo many Objeci- 
ow that | ſee not how they. can amount toany thing like ſaftcient 


ice. 
| _ ''Þ have indecd-read, that both the ApoſtolickCollege, and a De- 
ent from the Celeſtial Hierarchy, made up the Quire at the 
ation of the Funerals of the Blejed YVirgm,. the Mother of 
vir Lord; whoſe remains with a mournful Dirty. both of Angels 
1d. Apoltles were depoſited in Gethſemane,. where the Angek af- 
tfards continn'd finging for three whole days together:: which r 
 Gmes:from no-meaner an Author, than the famous Joby of Da- Jann. Damaf: | 
tity; 3 who 1 find was 4 great Patron of Image Worſhip, and ten. Serm. 2. © 
Mrefore ſo much in-favour with the Bleſſed Virgin, that when his de Dorm.Dei- - | 
mn was cut off, 'twas through ber Interceſſion miraculouſly PX: | 
Meal to bis Body again. And (tho my Author informs me nor, 
Jeth-i ſeppoſe this might be the hand which afterwards in a way 
o Gratitude, ſignaliz'd it ſelf by committing to Writing, and” 
Uivezing to- Poſterity, the foregoing. Account. of the Funeral 
+ | Weniicy' of: his great BenefaQrix. An admirable Story this - 
= B © Þport the. Quire ! what pity *twas it remain'd ' ſo Jong un-- 
3 79907 Hadit bin publiſh'd to the World four or five hundred: 
g F-Roncr, it might have done goo@ Service, and cffeually 
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'ſitenc'd all Objetions againſt the Carhedral'way : but *hayingy 
kept ſecret 730 Years} it” loſes its force, and all that can pl 


Fides fit penes Autbovem. Let hinr look to the trutirof it.: The fan 
Author elſewhere yery gravely relates a'pleafant Paſſage cond. 
I ing the Original of the famous Afitient Aymnicall'd the Triſarintt 
De Fide Or- The Story is this : In the time of Proclus the Archbiſhop, thePw 
thodoxi, Lib. ple of Conftantinople were making ſolemn Supplications -on-theasn 
'3- CaP-19- count of fome portentous Signs, which ha&x threataing” Ape F 
| While they were full of Concernand Horror; 'a Boy being Adtcht F- 
from amongſt them, was taught by the Angels to ing thatTele ated | 
Hymn, which ran thus ; "Ay; 3 S485, 545; lovers,  d3c05 dbareris, Wii "iN 
nuts. 1...” Holy God, Holy and Strong, Holy and —— "_ 
mer _ The Boy when return'd, related what” he: had bil 
taught by his Celeſtial Maſters, -and inſtructed the Multitude, wid | 
freely ſang after him, and ſo averted the Judgments which threatted 
-them. © But ſuch ſort of Nartatives are not -food: for my Under: | 
ſtanding, with how confident an Air ſoever they are vented; tho 'F 
for anything 1 know there may be ſome in the World, to whotd | 
ſuch a Paſſage as this may ſufficiently evince the Jus Divinum of | 
- But to be as grave as the matter will allow me, 1-find it poſitiv® | 
F ly-aſſerted, and that a great many Ages ago, that the Church-Powp | 
| Socrar. Eccl, had its firſt riſe from Heaven : For Ignatius the third Biſhop of Att». | 
| Hiſt, Lib. 6. -gch in Syria, after the Apoſtle Peter, who alſo convers'd familiarly with | 
| an the Apoſtles; ſaw the Bleſſed Spirits above, upon a certain time, jongny | 
© * Lib, 13. c.8. 79997 to the Sacred Trinity alternattly ; and deliver'd to bis 0 
* » De Eccl.off Pay of Singing, which be 1m a Viſion bad obſerv'd the Ange 0 | 
| Lib. 4. Cap.7. which Tradition was afterwards ſpread to all the Churches. "Theſe at } 
- * De Rebus thewords of as Antient an Author as Socrates the Church-Hiſtorin, } 
; ov" * way 25: Nicephorus * gives the ſame account of the Original of Alternale } 
| N.24. - Singing. Soalſo doth George of Alexandria, in the Life of 'St- Cis 
 *Cod. Can. ſoſtom, Amalarins *, Walafridu Strabo *, -and ſundry others,” "18 
+ Eccl. Prim. Great Baronius * joins this Angelick Viſion of Jgnatius, with-thatdl 
Vind.acllluit. the'Propher Iſaiab foremention'd,; and then triumphs'iin the'filue 
3 = mig fy of his Proof. The learned Dr. Beveridge'* alſo makes mention 0 - 
\ of the Direa. this Viſion, in ſuch a way as makes it plainly appear that he Fx be 
| - ory or Vindica- ſtreſs upon it, and looks upon his Cauſe as-concern'd in it {4008 7} - 
+ ian of the Li- did Dr. Hammond * before him. - But Dr. Comber *. openly elpow | 
| 419, 25. . and defends it: 7 know (ſays he) ſome take exceptions at: the Kang” 
Wo —— Angels, from whom be-is ſaid to learn this Method ; but let it benttlh 
E Liturgic * 8”, that this was an Age of: * Avacles,- and that the: Holy: Sexippure # gens. 
 Þ. 27. s | 1% 
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4 +bf Cathedral Worſhip. 

þ ploviord Scrapbims /inging in this alteragte manner : So that it is not 
lely that ſo! great: 8 Saint and Martyr might have 'ſuch a Viſion, 
5 =p bur obſerve how fond theſe: Men are of Viſions ! *Tis pity but 
— 4 hobld have their fill of them: Let them turn to the Golden 
8 ard, and they'l find a thouſand as pretty Tales as this. But in 
— Afverto Dr. Comber, I reply, *tis beyond all queſtion that Ign4- 
"fwlird in an Age of Miracles: but that God by miraculous Viſi- 
'F as after the Apoſtles deceaſe, ſettled any thing of publick Con- 
F @ninthe Chorch, as to which they had given no direCion, is,too 
# Gan a Notion to be admitted among Articles of Faith : the 
F __ Commiſſion was large and” full ; they were to: fix the 
F Church upon a ſtable bottom, both as to DoErine and Praftice; 
-# atdtb provide for the ſafe propagating Chriſtianity to after Apes. 
3 Kidthey inſtituted' any Artificial Singing like that of our Cathe- 
# Galfin worſhipping God, they might have bin ſafely appeal'd to 
-F about it, their Commiſſion would have born them out, there need- 
F didViſions to have eſtabliſh'd and made way for it : But ſuppoſing 
| them'to have bin altogether ſilent, to goto ſupply their deteQs by 
F after Viſions; opens a door to great Extravagancies, and gives ſcope 
F for the intcodu&tion of the weakeſt Dotages, ſhould but any have 
| th+Confidence'to aſcribe them to adivine Original. 7gnatius was 
$ indeed'a great Saint, and famous Martyr ; but it doth not thence 
{| follow that he muſt have ſuch a"Viſion : Many a great Man hath 
| had'thoſe things father'd upon him, of which (could he have'fore- 
F iithem) 'be'd have diſcover'd his abhorrence. ' If this Story 
pore a Fiftion, it refleds not upon Jgnatius. Soorates' is moſt bound 
4 vaſrer forit;-for he firſt reports it: and" he, 'if we: bave any 


—_ 4 — 


 MlisNotions, and may therefore very well be ſuppos'd weakly to. 
| hivetaken the matter upon truſt from others, without canvaſſing 
theitruth of: the Fact. - 'Wirhal, 'tis obſervable that he firlt ſtarted 
theNotion of this Viſion in the year of Chriſt ' 440, above' 309 
ſtirs after [pnatius's Death, which alone makes it very ſuſpicious, 
idweakens the Credit of it, there being no mention made of it 
Wyany of the Writers who went before him. The DoQor indeed 
1 idly tonches npon'the filetice of Theodorer, (who was the 'eldet 
| AthHiſtorian of 'the two) and endeavours to excuſe it ; ſay- 
7 night proceed from his taking'it for granted; ahd/ſuppoling 
Was lly owi'd and known. But what room is there for 
| fih's ppofition;' when the ſilence is ſo general? How often do 
7m atiefreſt "Hiſtorians relate: things Ief: material, 'as A | 
. B nown 
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Keds the Opinion of the great Photius, was not very accurate Cod. 28. 


known as this could be ? Why then ſhould ſo famous a lla 
ſuch importance, be overlook'd by all of them but” Socrates, an 
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they either heard of it, or thought it worth _— Why # -3 
ticularly ſhould Euſebius be ſilent, who firſt coll the ſcattel Þ avi 
Fragments of Chutch-Hiſtory ? His Diligence was ſuch, that # nd 
markable a Paſſage as this could hardly have eſcap'd him ; and; | 
was his readineſs to pur together, whatſoever he met with that F - 
any appearance of Antiquity, that had he heard of it he wall Þ 4 
ſcarce have baulkt it. His filence alone (to one that $.th | 
Man) is a ſufficient Argument, that he had no notice of this, Vi 
on: if ſo, how could it be ſo generally own'd and knomnw th F 
Door fuppoſes ? T7. - 
Fd &en adviſe oor Cathedraliſts therefore to be content 0'þ; 
ſcribe their admired Service to a lower Original, and not toſtard F 
high; to let the Angels alone, and to own it had its riſe fromthi 
Earth, where it hath more Admirers than 1 doubt it hath inthe F 
upper Regions. Here we ſhall ſtand upon a leve), and may betty 
ſee our way. PII give you a brief view of their moſt -applanaed” 
Humane Authorities, as | find them produc'd. by their moſt'q 
brated Writers. | 0 1144-48088 
They in the firſt place mightily boaſt of the Egyptian Thwajrnd | 
* De vickcon- Whoſe Manners and Cuſtoms are largely deſcrib'd by Philo, who's F 
| xcraplat. Mong a great many other peculiarities, gives this Accounk of thett:. 
That they bad 4 Quire of two fades, ſinging alternately ;, ſo that wil 
| one bad begun to ſing, the reſt anſwer'd by, by repeating the adi 
i ml the Verſes, mm imitation of thoſe at the Red Sea.  Euſebius will eedy 
Lib.2.cap.16, PaVe theſe Fberapewte to have bin Chriſtians, and the Dilgplas 
17 St. Mark, who preach'd the Goſpel among the Egyptians: 
them therefore, and their PraQtice, both Cardinal 4aroniy, We 
the three foremention'd Doftors, Hammond, Beveridge and Come 
bor, think they meet with an early authentick Proof 'of:; the Alt 
quity of the Cathedral way : The Narrative wherein this aug 
being written by Philo within 60 Years after. the Birth q&ar” 
Saviour. Now I'll ſuppoſe (tho- I can as yet ſee no neces: 
grant it) that theſe People did make a Chriſtian Protelion, 85 
am I.to ſeek for a- Proof that their PraQtice was: biading 4 #8} 
ing-an evident revival of Judaiſm. The utmoſt this matier ry 
amount to- is this: that there were in Philo's time: a, nn ? ; 
party in- and about Alexandria, of the-Converts of St. Mark; EF 
, mixt Judaiſm and Chriſtianity together, | This is- not -h | 
but Sozomen's the Hiſtorian ; and I'll give it you in.his w 
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1 of Ctbidral Worſt: 


ay-geb 14" d after the Jewiſh manner, and obſerv'd their Rites, This 
ed-not ſeem range tor any-that know that there was in the Pri- 
mitive Church, a ſort: of People called; Nazarenes or Naxtarmes , 
—#jois'd-Chriſt and doſes, the Law and Goſpel, Baptiſm and 
\£ rqeamcifion | together. We have early intimations of ſuch an 


WH thaſe who have: bin at all- converſant with the Accounts given 
* Waer-times,.. cannot but. obſerve how mightily this inclination 
t theChriſtian Faith, who were very unwilling to be diſlwaded from 
+ their old Cuſtoms and Obſervances; of which the pompous wa 
+ | of their Temple- Worſhip was none of the leaſt belov'd, or 1 
| wnſflerable. -' Suppoſing theſe People Chriſtians of this ſtamp, 
d 's-plain. by-the whole Series of Ph/o's Diſcourſe, and . Eu- 
"3 ws after him, which-give an Account of ſo many ialtances of 
3 Mr Juda/m retain'd amongſt them, that they could be of no 
$3 ber):1 can't ſee how 'much can be gain'd by them. For it can 
7k 


bs | 

vol 

« Wore be groundedly concluded from their Practice, that the 
lt; 

+ 

M1: 

be 


| I way of Singing was uſual in publick Chriſtian Wor- 
4 *Þ in thoſe days, -or that the way of the Antient Temple was 
ind in Chriſtian Churches ; than it can from the Cuſtom 
af Judaizers be inferr'd, that Circumciſion was to be a 
| ning; Inſtitution even under Chriſtianity, and a diſcriminating 
4 0's formerly, - But after all, it's very juſtly queſtionable, 
| irther-or-no. theſe People were Chriſtians even of this ſortmentr. 
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eaxens not the force of this Allegation, 'twould to me 
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- gtevail'd-amang thoſe Hebrews . who- embrac'd the Principles of - 
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ag of philo's Therapentee he declares, that be looks upon hime as there> Soz.Hiſt,Ecclai 
ty nearing thoſe; im bis Days who of Hebrews were' become Chriftiqns, 1b. 1.cap. 126 


dS jacli tion, 1n Sf. Luke's Compendium of Church-Hiltory : ang 5-26 4 


aſſerts, (and brings a great many Arguments to prove) Pe Emend. 
were Eſſenes., Our Countryman Nicolas Fuller is of _ 
wh Judgment. The great Oracle of the French Churches, Pa.Ck + 
the: karned Chamicr, proves the fame largely. And Yale/ius alſo 3.L.20. c. 22. 

| (o-mas of the oppoſite Communion) tho he doth not think 5. 58, 5g, 70. 


Eſenes,- yet in his Notes, upon this part of Euſcbius, by di- *- 


P. | Uadow Dr. Cave: whoſe Judgmear, where it thwarts ſo many  b; Life of 
Us of the Church, is with me as valuable as any Mans, Ano- St. Mark. 
ous Perſon of our own Nation alſo, who takes a great Tho. Bruno 
— confute /aleſjus, and is very zealous for having # Diſſerr. de 
riſtians, yet can wake no more of them than converte -—__ 
$5 9%,0 ——_ they. ſtill. retgin'd their old Rites and Cuſtoms. 3%: H: Valc- 
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'I2 The Riſe and Antiquity Y 
A be very ſtrange: it hath not the face of an Argument left; fore 
ther theſe People were Chriſtians,- or mere Jews, Take which: 

fide you will, 1 am very-indifferent;; they are' unfit Preveduyy: 

for our Practice, If they were: niere Fews, of the 'Se&" of he # 

Efſenes, (as is aſſerted by ſundry of the Learned) how arm | 
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concern'd in them? What have we to do with them? Wiith FS 


- way can they ſatisfy us as to the Pratice of the Chriſtian Church? # + 


Tf they were Chriſtians, they were but ' Judaizers : 'who! | ; 
Tupted our Religion by ſundry onlawfal ' and” improperinl- | 


tures ; were bitter enemies of the Converted Gentiles, andthe. | - 
fore very unfit Perfons' to be our Precedents. © Their: Praftie # - 
ſhould rather be us'd as a Caution to us, than'urg'd 'av'an fi þ 


ample'for us to imitate, | SHETTY 
- © Another Teſtimony I meet with commonly produc'd'by' the F 


Idolizers of the Cathedral way, to prove its Antiquity; iva Pi | ty 


* c.Plin. Epiſt, ſage in an Epiſtle of the younger Pliny to the Do ri 
Libto.Epo4. about the Primitive Chriſtians; wherein (among other thir 


tells him, it was cuſtomary with them. to meet #ogetber on 4 certawdy | tes 


before it was light, and ſing together an Hymn to ' Chriſt ai Gul: Þ 
which he thus expreſſes; Carmengque Chriſto quaſi Deo, dicere" ſen | - 
mmvicem; the meaning whereof th 1-vill | | 
ſang alternately, - and by turns, after the manner of * the Quire, It } © 


methinks *tis a' little odd and unacconntable, that ' a 'Heathei # 


ſhould firſt take notice of this as a common Cuſtom: of the Chriſti 
ans, and that their own Writers for a long time after ſhopld pu: 


it over ſilently, even when they were' giving an Account of what | wy 


related to'their- Worſhip, / and- often had fo fair! an:Occaſon'#y * 
mention'it. ' But waving this, 'I'll give you'an inſtance: of whir 
of Liturgies, dealing, in that great Patron of the Quire, 'the learnedDriCont: | 
ot. p.23- He nrging this Paſſage of Pliny againſt his Antagoniſt; drawsal 
Argument from the Phraſe Carmen Dicere, in proof of the Hyils | 
being in 2 ſet form of -words, 'wherein I verily believehetath th 
\ right of his ſide. ©To back his: Aſſertion, he' produces the 
voſki Com- thority of the famous old Gerard #oſſius 3 and preſently: aftertit 
ment. in Ep. argues *: Since it way ſung alternately, it is certain it muſt be # gan 
Plinti de Form; when yet he overlooks whit follows but a Lear: 
< after in Yoſfius, when he is - opening 'the ' ſenſe of Plim's: 


ve-to berths, wharty | - 


In Ws hp. <- , Prot #4 : " 
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vicem; which he explains not by any thing of an alt wth LE ; 
(which the Do&or'thonghr- fit to 'take-for ' granted) bt Foe 


ſents this as its meaning; that the Prieſt! did: not Ting long 


others alſo that join'd in Divine Worſhip, did by Singing kn '  " 


we, "IB 
j ft 


——mdquicken one another. So eaſy it is for a Man to take or leave; 
© - what heapprehends is for or againſt him. "7 
3 4/8ut two Conſiderations, fo far as I can perceive, may ſufficiently 
+3 clear this Paſſage of Pliny, -to ſuch as are willing to receive fatiſ- 
tion. Firſt,the ſignification of the word inwicer is not univerſally 
\# the fame. I pretend not to any great accuracy in Criticiſm ; but. 
HE as far as my inſight into the Roman Tongue will help me todiſ- 
i» | —ecern, am” of Opinion, that the ſenſe of this Particle varies, ,ac-- 
| cording as it ſtands in Conjuntion. For as it ſometimes fignifies, 
ane dfter anotber, and'by courſe ;, ſo doth it at 'other times, again ; 
FF andinother Caſes it implies no more than either a joint conſent | 
. - **# Adion, of an accidental coincidence of Events. Let Laurentius De Lirguz 
| Fallg here be conſulted, and others of the like Stamp, if there Lar. Elegans 
_ + beleifureand inclination. The moſt that can fairly be made of £13, 1-2. £59 
fax invicem, in the Paſſage referred” to, is this; that they ſang ; 
"= , and with one conſent. And therefore commend me-to Dr. In his Intro- 
Care, who tho no enemy to the Quire, yet was not for ſupport- «#2tion to Val 
-. Ing ic by a quibbling Criticiſm, but fairly renders this Paſſage 1-7, 
- "thus: they were wont upon _a-ſet ſolemn Day, to meet _ before ;ive Fathers: 
- Sun riſe, and to ſing among themſelves an Hymn to Chriſt, as the 
God whom they worſhipd. | 
 -Aﬀecond thing: to' be. noted is this, That the Roman Prieſts 
-usdto fing alone in their moſt ſacred 'Solemnities , none bearing 
»ipart in the Service but themſelves : the Carmen Saliare (which 
was the moſt antient and celebrated of any) was wont to be L 
- * ſung by' the Prieſts of Mars in their particolour'd Coats, while Roſini Anrig 
" * they'were dancing about the Forum; none joining with them in Rom-l-3.c-26 
| ——-the'Song but thoſe of the Fraternity. The caſe was the ſame in | 
their ottier Songs of the ame Nature. Becauſe therefore the Ro- 
-man' Prieſts were the only Singers in their Sacred Worſhip, did 
-- Pliny think it ſtrange to hear that among the Chriſtians all bore 
apart, and 'all the Aſſembly with joint Conſent and Harmony 
—fmg/their Hymn? - And yet now alas among Chriſtians (pre- 
tending to- be of the beſt Reformed Church in the World) do 
-—- we'find a body of Men that are grown weary of letting all God's 
_—*Worhippers bear a part in his Praiſe, and are better pleas'd 
with the Heathen Cuſtom, of confining it barely to the Prieſtly 
Pemernity, and” their Attendants. And thus the World runs 


————  _ x 7” $ 


7 The next Writer that comes in our way, produc'd'in proof of 
3 tte Antiquity, of - the Cathedral Service, by its'Patrons and Vota- 
p Fs - TICS, 


_ -M- Pee. 


_—_ e Wile and Antiquity = "2m F 
> res, is Tertullian;, who flouriſh'd about the Year of Chriſt 16 E” 
MN. ad in whom there occurs this Paſſage ; Whas ſball ſhe ſing to bj. 
em, L.2. band, or ber Husband to ber ? I could not, | confe(s, forbear finiling F #6 
3 to; find . Dr. Comber, when ſpeaking of Teriullian,. ſo gravilnafk #1 
wſe of ſorting that it appears from him that they then ſang Pfalmwand. # 


IF 
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Hymps alternately ; and referring in the Margin only to this pooh” Þ _ 


Paſſage. - 1 am-no great admirer of ch ſort of Proof: howeres: 
ſhall ſcan it, and fee what it-amounts to : ©W'he: ain of: Tons.” 
« lian, in that ſecond Book to ;bis Wite,” was to admoniſhithan | 
©*< ({appoling that ſhe. forviy'd him): ro take heed of 'marrying;n: | 
« Gentile, He urges therefore upon her the Apoſtle's:charge, it | 
« marry in the Lord, which believing Women could not-:be:faiqd;. | 
« todo, who link'd themſelves with Heathens. He fells herthan | 
* thoſe who engag'd in ſuch Marriages were-to be debarr/dthe | 
<< Privilege of Chriſtian Society; for that they could. not with | 
<*< any. convenience anſwer the demands of Chriſtian Diſciplineg 
«. nor forbear expoling Divine things to contempt.z nor —_ | 
<. either the being infected with ſome +jdolatrous, Leaven, og: | 
< at leaſt being diverted from thoſe Sacred Engagements-that- | 
* became Chriſtians. . Among theſe he reckons ſinging. the; - 

< Praiſes of God, which is moſt undoubtedly. a neceſſary 7 ny 

*-and very advantageous, - whether -it. be perform'd jn-Pablick - | 
<c or Private, Now ſays Tertullian, how can a Man and Wike-of 4 
ſuch oppoſite Principles, as are thoſe of Heathens and Chriſti: | 
ans, which run as wide as Heaven and Earth, join together in that | 
Divine Employment ? Let the Man ſet himſelf to fing, and hell } 
peelencly vent what the Wife abhors, and would.not join-with- 
um in for all the World : Let the Wife on the other. ſide attempt: } 
to ſing the Chriſtian Pſalms and Hymns, andthe Husband will - | 
ſtorm, becauſe he'll find contempt pour'd on the . Objects. of hig - 
Veneration. How. can there be any compliance with the foremen«+ |} 
tion'd . Charge of St. Paul, of Teaching and: Admoniſhing .one-ano=;\ ' | 
ther in Pſalms and Hymns, &c. which as it ſhould - be extended to;.: 
all that are join'd, in any thing. of a Religious: Society, {o-comes; 
with a ſpecial force.on. ſuch as are join'd together in ſp near-a 
Relation, as that of Husband and Wife ? But alas, fo far arethey- 
trom being capable of any. Harmony in ſuch an Engagement, that 
any. attempts towards: it. would be likely to iflue, in Strife and; Vas} 
riance, and wretched Confuſion. This Paſſage of Tertullian thus Þ 
taken, runs ſinooth and eyen,; is free from Difficulties, . and-needs:Þ 
no force, and is very appolite, and much to the purpoſe. But mY  \J 
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of Cathedral Wor ſhip, 


" theother ſide; it muſt be ſtrain'd and forc'd, befare.it can be pre- 
= tended to do the Quire any Service; and after all is not very 
pertinent, In order to bay making way. for any other Gloſs, it 
= muſt be ſuppos'd that *tis. either publick or private Singing be- 
© tween Husband and Wife, that is here intended; and either ſup- 
= polition hath its difficulties. If publick Singing be here referr'd 
to and that in the alternate manner, then muſt it be ſuppos'd 
- thatthere was a particular Addreſs of the Husband to the Wife, 
F# and Wife to the Husband, during the Service ia Chriſtian Aſ- 
S femblies, which ſo unſutable a ConjunRion as he was ſpeaking 
- F of would prevent: Bur this were to aſſert what could not be 
* prov'd, what we have no where any hint of, and that little to 
the ſervice of the Cauſe to be befriended ; by reaſoa it would. 
bring in a ſet-of Women-Singers into the Quire, which would nor. 
be much for its Reputation. \ On the other hands, if it were private. 
Singing that Tertullzan meant, which ſeems much the moſt likely) 
then, if their not being able to ſing together/ or to ſing to each 
ather upon occaſion, for Excitation, or Exilartion won't {a- 
tisfy as the ſenſe, but an Argume1 ſt hence be drawn for the. 
' publick Uſe- of the Cathedral way in thoſe days, in order to its. 
* having any force, it muſt be ſuppogd that every Man kept a Quire. 
Ig his. Houſe, to train up his Children and Servants for Choriſters. 
for the Benefit of the Publick, and ſo divided them at the time. 
of, Worſhip into two oppoſite ſides, himſelf heading one, and his 
Wite the other : which is ſo large and wild. a Suppoſition, that 
by virtue of the ſame Figure, 1 dare. undertake any.where almoſt. 

to fetch Arguments for Proof, in whatſoever Cauſe l eſpouſe. 


Cathedral way. in the three firſt Centuries, that are produc'd by. 
ts moſt ſenſible Patrons :. But were.l concern'd with them, I mulT. 
declare I ſhould be aſham'd to-claim ſo great Antiquity, if I. 
could. not better prove my Title. However there- are others,. 
who -are.noſmal] Friends to the Cauſe, who run yet lower, and. 
ge the Apoſtolical Conſtitutions ; wherein (under the preſcrib'd. 


 *6b.the extremes or ends. of. the Verſes. And this would be to the. 
| Purpoſe indeed, were thoſe Conſtitutions. Authentickz , but that, 
= ®ieyare ſo, is: yet to be prov'd. Du:Pin (tho a Romanilt). is by. 

| eridence of Fact forc'd to declare the Author of . them an Impoſ- 
| is. | For that tho he attempts to paſs for Clement, the mp _ 


Theſe are the principal Authorities, to prove the .Uſe of the - 


; WA 


Order of. Divine. Worſhip) tis requir'd, that after the two Leſſons, apon. con- - 
me ſhould ſing David's Hymms or Pſalms, and the People ſhould fall ftic. gr 4 


-” 


Pin Bibli-' Apoſtles, be yet aſcribes to theme all #1 common, and cach'm\partieuliyl. 
L. des fart ſundry regulations no ' way agreeing to the Apoſtles 3; i dvhoeny 
ra ——n_ Churches built in the Form of Temples, Liturgies, the” Ordinatioi' ; 

| pap, 15. Deacons, and Deaconeſſes ; the Benedittion of Oil and Water, and 
1 like ; which he declares he's ſatisfi*d were unknown-in thoſe early days; 
L. pag- 31- And afterwards he charges them with being infe@Fed.with the Arian, 
| and ſundry otber Ertors ;, gives it as his Judgment that they did wi | 
appear till the 4th Century ; and that they were often reform? d;:changd, | 
and augmented afterwards, according to the different Cuſtoms ff | 
totrel. Jud.de Times and Countries. Cottelerius aHo declares he's far from think- | 
Conſt. Apoſt. ;145 them Apoſtolical ; and that he looks upon them as-wretchedly ws |- 
ud.deCanon, Ferpolated, Ince ' they became ff extant. Nay even Dr, Beveridjs | 
Apoſtol.c.17. owns the ſame: and tho he diſcovers a much greater value for | 
thoſe ſuppoſititious Writings, than any unprejudic*d Perſon cold } 
think they &eſerve; yet freely declares they are ſo ſadly mangled, | 
that they are quite different from what they were when they 4p ad | 
| 1 the World. But 1 have oft wondred in my own Mind, why the | 
dbſervariones Doctor thinks L? Arroque unworthy of a Reply, who in his'R& F. 
in Annor. Be- marks upon him hath ſufficiently evidenc'd his antedating them, } _ 
En aq When he fo vehemently contends for their being extant betorethe 
pee P0"* Conncil of Nice. He that at this time of the day lays any ref 
upon theſe ſpurious Conſtitutions is not to be argued with : the like } : 
I fay as to Diony/zus the arty, e of the Hierarchy of the Chureb, | mes 

and other ſuch Authors, out of whom Paſſages of the like nature | ;- 

are often' cited ; they are,ſÞ generally eſteem'd ſpurious by all that 

have any guſt of Antiquity, and are fo far from deſerving regard, 

that they are not worth the mefitioning. Bs. 
And now, Sir, let's confider how far we have advanc'd. Its 

requir'd by all the Ryles of Reaſoning, that he that affirms any 
"thing dubious, ſhould give good Proof of it before he canexpett' | 

to gain credit to his Aﬀſertion, Thoſe therefore who fo poſitively 
affirm the Uſe of the Cathedral way of Worſhip, in the threes. 
Centuries, muſt produce good Evidence ; and if their proof be not 
cogent, there are good Grounds for a denial. The ſtrongeſt Ev» | 
dences that uſually are produc'd, have bin conſider'd and weigh; 
and (1 think I may without Vanity ſay) prov*d weak and inſufficients. 
_ Till therefore they either bring better, or better ſtrengthen Wd} 
ſapport theſe, they can't reaſonably refuſe to allow vs to withiog 
our Aſſent. The Negative is not in any Caſe equally capable 
Proof with the Affirmative, ſuppoſing it true; and yet fometiney 
may be attended with ſtrong Probabitrties, the force -of /which W 
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OO of Cathedral Worſhip, | 


"qoteaſily avoided. And 1 think Iam not deſtitute of Reaſon to 


& 
4 bo 


*be convinc'd 5 yet are there. ſundry things that make it probable, 
*-that the Antiquity aſcrib'd to ir, is but imaginary and ſuppoſititi- 
ous. And here I ſhould deſire that three things were confider'd 
* (bythoſe who are open to Light. | 
# ff, Jhe State of the Church in the three firſt Centuries is not 
"F -tobe forgotten, . Chriſtianity was then” traduc?d, contemn'd, ma- 
* lign'd, and perſecuted, with the utmoſt Subtilty and Malice, Rage 
# add Violence. -- The great work of its Votaries, was to defend its 
- *Principles by the ſtrength of their Writings ; to wipe-off its Re- 
# -proach by the Holineſs of their Lives; and to bear Teſtimony to 
ts Truth and Divinity, by their chearful Sufferings. The Cir- 
cumſtances of Chriſtians were in thoſe early days ſo preſling ; fo 
great were the hazards they daily: ran, and the fatigues whereto 
| they were expos'd, that it's ſcarce conceivable they ſhould have 
# inclination, 'leiſure, or opportunity, to 'introduce-To pompous a 
F Worſhip as that of our Catfiedrals. The privacy of their Meet- 
.. 10gs would -not allow of any ſuch Magnificence, nor their ſtrait 
Confinements of ſuch Art and State. "The whole contrivance of 
that ſort of Service ſhows it to be the work of Men at eaſe, and 
:not under the Hatches, as it's well known Chriſtians generally 
| Mere before the days of Conftantine. | | | 
| +*Secondly, The ſilence of thoſe Primitive Writers who would 
| havebin moſt likely to have mention'd it, is not. to be overlook'd. 
| Juſtin Martyr, in his particular Account of the Chriſtian Wors- 1, apojogia 
in his time, mentions their praiſing God heartily and chear- ſecunda. 
fully, but gives not the leaſt intimation of any Pomp or Art in 
that- part of the Servicc. Ireneu, Clemens of Alexandria, and 
' Oigenare altogether ſilent as to the Cathedral. Service, The di- 
Lpent and induſtrious Dr. Comber (who takes all Occaſions, joint- 
haith Liturgies, to recommend alternate Singing after the man- 
ner of the Quire, .as of equal Antiquity) would hardly have 
| Orerlook'd it, could he have met with any thing in them to the 
purpoſe. © Tertullian often mentions the ſinging of Pſalms in the Terqy, ge 4. 
| Lords Days: Solemaities, in the publick Aſſemblies : but not a nimi cap. g. 
3 wart is produc'd from him as to. the Alternate way, ſaving the &Apolog.c.z. 
F remention'd Paſſage of his, which won't much ſerve the Caule, X CaP. 39. 
& The like may be ſaid.as to others their Contemporaries. ow 
£5 hMfo | No what 


Hin. Eccleſ, any ſuch thing to be trad, Ewſebjus is here very large in his AF 
lib. x0. ap.3- counts. In the general he tells us #bat all with one Soul, and att 


what Acconnt can be given of this general Silence, were the: 


- 


thedral Service known in thoſe early Ages? It- can't be faid I : 
conceak'd it for the ſame reaſon as they did of their Sil | 


Myſteries ; for it would not hold in this' caſe. [What they | 
ſecret, and upon reſerve, was with a deſign to heighten V6 # + 
neration and prevent Contempt z*(tho I muſt conteſs/that 8 # ; 
Artifice of which Hhould not be over fond) But how the conceal # 7; 
ing this Pompous ſort of Service could be. conceiv'd like TB 


rd againſt diſlike and contempt, I can't )magine its airitell.. 'C 
_ eandineſs, and fancifulneſs, would have bin mack as ikely | - 
to have procur'd it Reſpe& and Approbation among both the | » 


ceremonious Jews, and ſuperſtitions Gentiles, ſuppoſing it had bin 
generally known and Rn. Their Ignorance of it, and uttr | 
unacquaintedneſs with it, will to any one who fairly | 
Circumſtances, appear a much more probable Cauſe of their fill 
concerning it. RIS 
Thirdly, The ſolemn Dedication of Churches in thole Haley | 
- days, which attended the Emperor Conftantine's embracing the ' 
Chriſtian Faith, deſerves alſo a Remark. To have the Emperor F 
of their ſide, was a ſurpriſing Bleſſing to the poor Chriſtians, who” 
had gone a—_— ſo many Perſecutions : they hardly knew how 
to contain themſelves for Joy, being as it were on a ſudden raifl | 
from the Dead. They had now an Opportunity of ſhewing them- I 
ſelves to the World to the beſt Advantage, and they were not 
backward to improve it. Among other - particulars, dedi- 
cated their publick Charches in all parts with great 'Joyfi 
and Feſtivity ; nothing was wanting that could be thought of thit 
might add to the Pomp and Magnificence of thoſe 'Soletunitis: | 
and had any ſuch ſort of Singing as that of the Quire, bin the | 
ever heard of or ns'd among Chriſtians, we have a great deal of 
reaſon to ſuppoſe we ſhould have met with it upon thoſe. Octale | 
ons; or that if it was omitted in one place, it would have:bin 
found in another : whereas there appears not the leaſt' footitepel . 
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Conſent, ſang Hymns to God; loudly ecoho'd bis Praiſe in" Pſaim; 
heard the other divinely inſpir”d Writings, and receiv the Symidid 
our Redeemer”s Paſſion ; and that the ſeveral Preſidents of tbe Chun 
made Panegyrical Orations, with all the Eloquence of Joy where Wy _ 
were capable. But he gives not the leaſt hint of any Antiphonl”'þ 
Singing, in parts, and by turns, with Muſical Symphony, in« 16:8 », 
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of Cathedral Worſhip. 19 
"S igtrica} way. The Oration at the Dedication of the Church of Cap. 4. 
8 Yor, gives an Acrount of the Form and Parts of that Edifice 
LS which'were very different from what had before bin ufual among 
= @hriſtians)Yand ſundry other particularities: but makes not the leaft 
ES mation of any thing like our Cathedral Service, as then in uſe ; | 
* wr which there was ſcope ſufficient, At the Dedication of the pyr. de vic. © 
"F Cwrch ot Jeruſalem, there was (by virtue of Conſtantine*s Letter) Conſtance. 1.4. ? 
* F  iConvention of about ſixty Biſhops, who were ordered upon this © 43; 44, 45+ ? 
T3 Otaſion to adjourn thither from the City of Tyre; where they 
| Aeremet in Conncil about the Aﬀair of the great Athanaſius. The 
"$ (ettonies vs'd upon that occaſion were peculiarly pompous, and 
- a famous Oration was made by Euſebius, which is yet extant at the 
| dſof his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory : But ſtill there's no mention of 
$ thatfort of Service, which hath ſo ingroſs*d the Aﬀe®tions of our 
_ Cthedraliſts, Finally, The ſame Author gives us alſo a large Ac- Cap. 70, 71. 
F c60ht of the Funerals of this Famovs firſt Chriſtian Emperor, tells 
4, wof the Reception of his Corps by the Clergy in- a body, at the 
# Church of the Apoſtles; takes notice of the mournfulneſs of the 
Sdlemnity, their ſorrowful Praying on that Occaſion, and the 
| "Praiſes that were univerſally given to the Deceaſed ; but is al- 
ſitent as to any ſach Ceremonies, as are in our Days uſual 
| When the Relicks of Perſons of Note and Eminence are depoſited 
In our Cathedrals. Which Conſiderations put together, make it 
| highly probable that the Cathedral Service came not into the 
| Church, till after Conſtantine lefr the World ; which was in the 
337th Year of Chriſt. 
Matters being thus far clear'd, I'll now proceed to give you the 
beſt Account 'I am able, of the true Riſe of that way of Wor- 
tip, which our Cathedraliſts ſo much extol ; and in compariſon 
| Whereof they reckon the Worſhip of thoſe who ſtatedly wait on 
! Gol like honeſt Chriſtians in their Pariſh Churches, to be poor, 
mean, and beggarly. 111 omit no material Circumſtances 1 have 
ig in the narrow compaſs of my Reading, which may either 
im to make for their Cauſe, or help to afford any Light ; and 
Make a few Reflections as I go along, that I mayn't ſeem heavy, 
fit aid tedious. = 
, "Aﬀer all the ſtir that hath bin made, the firſt certain hint that 
71 At be fixd on in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquity, of Cathedral Chant- 
35 0 #, is' in the Church of Antioch, during the Adminiſtration of 
1 Mm, who was advanc'd to that See 4.C. 347. and continued 
"F © it till the Year 356. in which interval of time, Flavianus (who 
” C2 was 
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was afterwards himſelf advanc'd to this See) and Diodorus (after-" get! 
wards Biſhop of Tarſus) divided the Quire into two Parts, and maj" who 
them ſing the Pſalms of David alternately - which Cuſtom (ſaith:! he. ado 
odoret) began firſt at Antioch, 'and thence ſpread it ſelf to other-pls- 
ces; and reach'd even to the ends of the World. Leontius the Bilbop -& nels: 
P. 24+ was ar Arian, and ſubtilly undermin'd the Nicene Faith ; of whidy: 
Flavianus and Diodorns ſet up for zealous Defenders. They were 'Þ 
both engag'd ina Monaſtick Life, and-in- great repute for- Pietyz | 
and therefore altho (as the Hiſtorian obſerves) they were az yt |F too 
mere Laymen, and not in Onnrs, yet they had a great may | tis 
Followers ; and their way of Antiphonal Singing, which they-ſet | God 
up in ſeparate Aſſemblies, was generally ſo taking, that they F ance 
drew all the People from Leontius their Biſhop, who thereupon | the 
deſir*d them to bring their new faſhion Service into the Church, | had 
So that this ſo much admir'd Service, was firſt fet on foot 'in'or- | Was 
x» der to the enticing People from the Arians, to pleaſe: the Mob, | com: 
and keep them from running after thoſe by whom they'd be ſe» } his 4 
duc'd. But for my part I muſt declare. 1 am rather for hwy 4 nh, 
thoſe Arts and Shifts to perſons of Sefarian Principles: Let Trath F lor'c 
make its own way, I can't apprehend it any great Service-toit;- | the] 
to gain it Proſelytes by any ſuch enticing Methods. - And I very F peri 
much queſtion, whether thoſe who are attrated merely: bythe } Pity. 
pompouſneſs of Worſhip, are like to prove any great Credit to | our 
the party they fall in with. However, thus ſtands Fat, | At | tied 
tioch where Perſons were firſt call'd Chriſtians, were Chritian th | mig 
taught to turn the Church into a Stage. There was that way-0t | foun 
Singing firſt introduc'd, which hath turn*d the Worſhip of God 4 fad 
into an artificial contrivance ; and which, ſhould it univerſally pre: | ith; 
| vail, would transform Religion into mere Mechaniſm: Of ths | fond 
| $0zom. Hiſt. Flavianus was the great occalion. A Man who ſtands branded.in | ther 
t Eccl. Lib. 7. Eccleſiaſtick Hiſtory, for the breach.of a moſt ſolemn Oath, wet F 
| cap. 3-C.11. by (for the preventing a perpetual Schiſm-in the. Church of 4% | ul 
| och) he and five more ſtood bound, not to covet the Biſhopja | 
of that See, and not to accept it altho eleted, while .Paulinu and | After 
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Meletius were alive : Notwithſtanding which Oath,. he-after-W | this 
Death of Meletius, in oppoſition to Paulinus, (who. yet lurvwl | Gray 
readily accepted the Biſhoprick when *twas offer*d him: for-whia Reig 


notorious Perjury, he was deſervedly deteſted by: all. the Welt}. 
Biſhops. I know *tis pleaded on his behalf, that he. herein. any 
with the Advice and Approbation of a Synod of the Biſhops a5 
the Eaſt, who unanimoully ele&ed him, when they were met: ame - 


of Cathedral Worſhip. 


: her in Council at Conſtantinople. But that only proves that thoſe 
"F who poſſeſt the chief Dignities of the Church, ' began betimes-to 
48 moreout of, Intereſt than a Principle of Conſcience, (of which 
there are alas but too many infabcer) but proves not the lawful- 
mk of the Fat. Our Cathedraliſts have no great Cauſe to be 
- proud of their Founder, who in ſo ſcandalous a manner mounted 
Cn opal Throne. However, tho he was looſe in his Morals, 
"'F yethe was very fond of, Ceremonials : an unhappy Conjunttion ! 
'F toooft to. be met with in every Age ! He ſeems to have reckon'd 
'# his Anthems a ſort of Magical Charms, proper to appeaſe both 
F Godand Man. We meet with a remarkable inſtance of his reli- 
' ance upon their Virtue, when he was ſent as a publick Agent to 
the Emperor Thcodoſaus, The Caſe was this : The City of Antioch 
tad by a popular Sedition incurr'd the Emperor's Diſpleaſure, and 
. Was afraid of the conſequences. Whereupon Flavianus was by $ozom. Hiſt." - 
# common Conſent, deputed as their Mediator with him, to pacify Eccl. 1.7.c.23+. } 
F his Anger, and implore their Pardon. He undertakes the Buſi- ; 
4 nf, and thinking nothing could be more ſoftning than his be- : 
| lord Church-Muſick, ordered the uſual Service to be. ſung before 
the Emperor at his Table, and for once makes a Quire of the [m- 
| perial Dining-room.. + The Deſign ſucceeded, the Emperor took 
| Pity, he wept moſt tenderly, and the City was receiv'd into Fa- 
vour, - Behold here an inſtance of the charming Power of the Ca- 
thedral Service ! How could the Anrtiochians forbear having a 
mighty Eſteem and Reverence for their late Invention, which they 
found had. ſuch a melting Virtue ! How eaſily were they per- 
ſmaded that it was likely to be as moving to God, as they found 
itthad. bin to Man! What wonder- then, that this City was ſo 
fond of Alternate Singing ! No where do we hear ſo much of it as 
| there.” In the days of the Emperor Fulian, they convey'd the 
| Corps of St. Babylas the Martyr, from Daphne (where the Dzmon 
<ould not bear his Neighbourhood) and carrid it through their Socrat. Eccl, | 
City.in-Trinmph, ſinging all the way they went with great Joy, Hiſt. 1.3.c.18. Þ 
ter the manner. of the Quire; the whole Company joining in Theod. lib, 3. . ? 
| tUusreſponſe, at every Period, Confounded be all they that worſhip © © 
Graven Images. The fame ſort of Reception they gave alſo in the j 
* Reignof Theodo/zus, to the Corps of their Biſhop Afeletius, which Soz.Hiſt.Eccl, . 
- Wasdepoſited near that of St. Babylas. And many other ways + 7. c. 19. 
| Ul they ſhow their fondneſs of it. The prevalence of Antipho- 
{nging in ſuch a City as Antioch, which was the Metropolis of 
ch Syria, 
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Syria, a place of great refort, and of a mighty Influence; wi 3 
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turther*d its ſpreading in other Parts. 


A Between the year of-Chriſt 360, and 370, there was a"Cott "= © 
ncil. Laod, held in the City of Zavdicea, upon what Occaſion is fot now en? 
un. 15. 


tainly known. Among other things *twas then determinV, th "= 


there ſhould be Canonical Singers, and that they ſhould ſing out of Wii: | 
tew Books, and that none elſe ſhould fing in the Church. - Who had i” oF 
framing of theſe Canons, and what Biſhops met in" this: 44 3 


I cafinot find out ; bot mtct with this /Reafon affign'd by' Burww,” | 
for this particolar Canon abont Singers: berauſe (ſaith he) whey” 

the People and Clergy ſang promiſcuouſly, through the un fro | 
the Singers it oft fell out, that by the diforderly ſound of Voices, the” | 
diverſity marr d that harmonious Singing,” which was congruous tothe 
Churches Dignity : therefore it was probibited the People in the Charth;" 
and ordered that none ſhould fing, byt thoſe unto whom this Work wat oſs | 
fogn'd. Zonaras alfo intimates as much, tefling vs that theſt'C-"' F 
nonical Singers were reckon'd a part of the 5 oh But Balſamoy 
(who in Dr, Cave's Judgment was the beſt $kilPd in the Ecclefiaſt-” | 
cal Canons, of any that ever Greece producd) tells us in his } 
Scholia, that before the Laodicean Council, the Laity wonld many timer 


in contempt of the Clergy, 'begin fuch Hymns and Songs in the Chin | 


as were crude and unufual : to obviate which pra@ice it was ordered m- 
that Canon, that none ſhould begin .to ſing but thoſe that were appointed, | 
and whoſe Office it was : Not but that the _ might follow them, and 
ſing with them in the whole Service, which be declares was not mmtended | 
to be thereby prohibited. So that the trae meaning of this celebrated” | 
Canon is no more than this, that the Clerks in all the Churches 
ſhould read the Pſalms, ont of a Pſalm Book 3 and none elſe ſhould. 
preſume to begin a Hymn, or ſet a Tune but they. Whenceit Þ} 
a to me a better Evidence of the Antiquity of Pariſh Clerks, | 
than of the extent of the Cathedral Service, on the behalf where” } 
of *tis commonly prodnc'd, Wa © 
But whatever becomes of the Laodicean Canon, great boaſts are. 
made of the Patronage of three moſt celebrated Names, viz. 5 
Baſil, St, Ambroſe, and St. Chryſoſtom, who were all fond of the 
Quire; recommended, ſpread, and diffus'd the new Mode of 
Service, wherefoever they had an influence, and handed it down | 
to Poſterity with Encomiums, Be it fo, tnnſt we therefore pre-_ 


ſently be frighten'd ont of our Wits ? Are they too eminent 10” 1 
have their Sentiments canvaſs'd, and their Actions ſcans TUE by 
| - hg "Y 
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—__ of Cathedral Worſhip. + ws 
-F thing therefore true becauſe they faid' it, therefore good and 
I becauſe- they did it ? For my part 1 think I have them 
aa juſt Veneration, and yet cannot reach ſuch a pitch of Com- 
phi I cart be content to part with my own Eyes, for the 
-F neof other Mens, were ny ever ſo eminent, great or good. I 
-# find the beſt have ſo many failures, that 1 can't fatisfy my ſelf 
© to follow any. blindfold, for fear they ſhould lead me infÞa Ditch. 
"F# None that are at all versd in Antiquity, can be ignorant, that 
3 towards the latter end of the 4th Century, and the beginning of 
F the fifth, through the ignorance of ſome, the negligence of 0- 
-  thers, the haughtineſs and ſtiffneſs of others, and a, ſpreading 
bve of Pomp and Magnificence, a variety of Corruptions crept 
into the Church, which in proceſs of time roſe to a far greater 
height, than covld. have bin at firſt imagin'd by thoſe who had 
the greateſt hand in introducing them. Witneſs the undue admi- 
. ation. of Celibacy,' the fondneſs of Reliques and Pilgrimages, 
-. the lnvocation of Saints, the ſetting up Images in Churches, the 
| eat Veneration. of- the Croſs, and Prayers for the Dead ; 
| which about this time had their riſe. Why mayw't the Service 
of the Quire, which gain'd ſo much about this time, be of this 
apmber.; when, how honeſt and laudable ſoever were the inten 
{ (ions of its. firſt Patrons and Abettors, it came by degrees to be 
© manag'd, as to render the Divine Worſhip perfe&aly ridicu- 
| tows; and would, if it univerſally prevail'd, bid fair for the 
juſtling real Worſhip out of the World ? However I cart paſs 
' by. the three Perſons mention'd without a few Remarks. 
::As for St. Baſil, he had part of his Education at Antioch ; he - 
was there made Deacon by Meletius, was a continual Spectator 
of the pompous Worſhip of the Quire, which was there fo much - 
- tn vogue; he was us'd to it, and it ſuted his Genius, and there- 
| Jpon he _reſoly'd to ſpread it. At the ſame time, being him- 
7 £if a great Aſcetick, mighty fond of Retirement, and full of 
Zeal,: he ſet up for a Patron of the Monaſtick Life, for which 
he was the firſt who fixt Laws and Conſtitutions to be pro- 
pagated to. Poſterity : but they muſt have much worſe thoughts 
ſo great a Man than I can give way to, who imagine he 
would have bin fond either of ane or Yother, could he have 
oreſeen the Damage they'd have done to real Religion in after- 
Unes. . *Tis however obſervable that he was reckon'd an Inno- 
wWtor, and charg'd as an introducer of Novelties, in ſetting up 
| Monachiſm., 
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pfilii Ep.63. 


Montchiſm, and being ſo fond.of :the new way'of Pſalmody;.at # #h 
ſo induſtrious in Reg it; He was .even- then: fored #0: # W 
logize for himſelf, .. And his Apolog;-(inan Epiſtle to:the''\Nag # + 
ſarean Clergy,” ſtill extant) ; was: indeed» ( like” the! Manmy # 

warm and vehement. -** As for his forming Men into a»Mona 
« tick Life, he declares he was ſo far. trom- reckoning-ita fault 
<& that he thought it to be, his Glory, :and the great: Buſineſ.of | 
© his Life : and he fetches ;Precedents out of Egypt and:Palefin, # th 
& And as for the: new. way' of: Plalmody, at which/'they:wws F 


<« offended, be declares *twas now become a common p 

« the Chriſtian Church ; the People riſing before day, and Ser 
& to Church; where having made their;Confefſions and Pra 6.\ 
© they proceeded to the Singing of. Pſalms, in which Holy Exer- C1 
&« ciſe, the Quire being divided:into.two Parts, mutually. anſwer 6.1 
« one another, the. Precentor beginning, and. the..reſt:. | & ( 
<« after. And tells them that at this were. a faulc, they *t 
<&« blame many pious and good Men in Egypt and Libya; and: |} %t 


&« bais; in Paleſtine, Arabia, Phenicia and Syria, ahd 'many other | 1m 
<« places. They objeQted againſt him, that 'twas not thus in'the | the 
«time of their Biſhop Gregory Thaumaturgus, for whom they had nar 
« a-great Veneration. He anſwers, that neither were theLitz» | of: 
© nies then 'ug'd known in-his-'time.. But. that 'methinks is:n6 of 4 
Argument, but that both-that ſort of Pſalmody- and the: Lin- mat 
nies too, might be novel Inventions. ** Withal, he accuſes them whi 
<« of not following their admir*d Gregory in other things; and « t 
© therefore charges. them with ſtraining-at a Gnat; .while 

« ſwallow'd a Camel, 'in that they in; the mean time made + 6. 
&« a-noiſe 'iabont his Pſalmody. But how could their being gui "0 
ty of other faults, make them incapable of being in the right | © 
in their oppoling the Service of the Quire as a Novelty ?. Nay Gag 
rather his inability to: produce Evidence of the Antiquity of that B&. 
which they oppos'd-as an Innovation, (which appears from/kis.. 
not having done: it) ſhows that they were herein in the! right: «a 
and his diverting thence! ro other things, looks very like bil |} to 
ſeeking for a ſubterfuge.” After all, St. Baſal was a great ones com 
and yet *tis well known, that tho he made ſo ſtrit a profeſſion - F men 
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Humility, and had ſpent ſo much; time in learning Mortificatioh-"} that 
he was as little able to bear.a ContradiQtion as his Neighbours.91% F tho 
From him. I paſs to St. Ambroſe, who was on a ſudden tranſlated. } to | 
tell 


from;the Civil Tribunal to. the Epiſcopal Throne 3 and hone | 
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"mirer of the Greeks, whom he follow'd blindfold, 1t hath long 
"ce bin obſerv'd of him by St. Ferom, that he often tranſcribes 
' the Fathers in his Writings; no wonder therefore if he 
"3 follow'd them in Ritual matters. He had particularly a great 
"F Yeneration for St. Ba/5l, in imitation of whom he introduc'd the 
Service of the Quire at Afilan; of which we have this Account, 
& When he was perſecuted by the Empreſs Fuſiaa, the People 
* watch'd all Night in the Church ; and then he appointed that 
* Pſalms and Hymns ſhould be ſung, after the manner of the 
& Oriental Countries, leſt the People ſhould pine away with the 
* tediouſneſs of Sorrow ; and from that time forward the Cul- 
 *tom was retain'd, and ſpread to all the Weſtern Parts. But 
$ 1muſt be excus'd it I can't lay ſo great a ſtrelis on this honeſt Fa. 
' ther's Judgment and Practice, as ſome others may do: for a Viſio- 
nary Inclination is with me, wherever I meet with it, a great mark 
of weakneſs. Of this we have in him a notorious Inſtance, in one 


which he himſelf gives this Account : © Having built a Church in 


®-manner as he had done the Roman Church, (z. e. another 
| * Church that was near the Roman Gate.) He promis'd it, provid- 
*ed he' found any Relicks: and thereupon got ſome Officers to 
*dig about the Rails that encompaſs'd the Tombs of St. Felix 
* and St, Nabor the Martyrs. Digging, they found the Bodies of 
*.two proper Perſons beſprinkled with Blood, which with great 
| *Solemnity were carried and interr'd in the new-built Church, 
*after having wrought a great many miraculous Cures. In his 
Wo Sermons which he preact'd upon this Occaſion, (which I'd 
Ommend to the peruſal of all thoſe who reckon Things and Senti- 
ments muſt, if Antient, be good of courſe) the tells his Hearers, 
=F attheſe were the Bodies of St. Gervaſius, and Protaſius, And 
"4 Sohedid not think it neceſſary to acquaint them how he came 
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D clearly 


"F the firſt that brought the Antiphonal way of Singing into the 
3 Weſtern Parts, as is expreſly aſſerted by St. 4uſt1m, 1/dore Hiſ- Confell. 1, g 
 -aglenſic, and ſundry others. He was a conliderable Man in his time, ©: 7: I 
bot abundantly more ſo on the account of his Gravity, Simplicity, P* _ Off, 
"apd Piety, than his Depth and Solidity : he was too great an ad- ' * * 


of the moſt remarkable Paſlages of his Life ; which relates to his ambrofii Lit, 
| management of the Relicks of St. Gerva/7s5, and St. Prota/zus ; of 22: 


* the City of 14an, he was delir*d to Conſecrate it in the ſame | 


= know ſo much, yet St. Auſtin (who was at that time at Man) confedl, 1, o 
4 tells: us he had his Intelligence in a Viſion, For my part, Pmc. 7. 


Te 
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clearly for plain ground, for I find Precipices dangerous. Oye. # - 
admit Viſions in the Caſe of Kelicks, and 1 ſee. no-reaſon.wiy | «4 
they ſhould be refug?d on the behalf of Tranſubſtantiation, . or-am. | 
other Dotage. If we have a ſure Word of Prophecy, let us ſtick w. Þ- 
it. Should a Man bring his Viſions into the Pulpit in our times, | 
either in the Court, City, or Univerſity, he'd at once: forfeit. | 
whatever Reputation he was maſter of, And why we-ſhauld | 
give a Letter of Licence to an Antient, and deny it to a Modem 
preacher, I can't imagine, In a word, | honour the Piety of 5x. 
Ambroſe ;, yet cannot but be loth to admit him a Precedent, where 


any thing dubious is under Conſideration : for I am ſatisfi'd wy 


have many an honeſt Country Parſon, that is able to ſee as far 


he, | 
The third admir'd Patron is the great St. Chryſoſtom, concert 
ing whom *tis to be obſerv'd, that he was born and bred*at\4- 
t;zoch, where we have found the Cathedral Chanting was firſt in» 
troduc'd. He was made a Deacon there by Meletius, and after- 
wards a Presbyter by Flavianus (the Founder of the Service) of 
whom he is ſaid to have bin a great admirer : So that he imbidd 
the love-of Antiphonal Singing, almoſt with his Mother's Milk, 
and was all along bred upin the Uſe of it: and he muſt bealts. 
gether unacquainted with humane Nature, who knows not the 
Force and Power of Education. When he was once advancd to 
the See of Conſtantinople, he ſoon found occaſion to introduce the 


' 5, Antiochian Cuſtom. Hiſtorians relate it thus : © The Arian in 


« that City were grown very infolent : They kept their Conven- 


* © ticles out of Town, but were wont upon Satnrdays and Sut- 


« days, (which were conſtant times tor the Publick Aſſemblies)to 
« come within the City ; and dividing themſelves into Companiss, 
© they walk*d about the Publick Portico's, ſinging as they went 
« along Hymns compos'd in defence of their own Principles, one 
« part reſponding to the other; adding petulant RefleQions 0 
<« the Catholicks. Thus they did the greateſt part of the Night, 
« and early the next Morning they march'd through the heartef 
& the City, ſinging their Antiphonal Hymns, and ſo went out 
<« their own Meeting-houſe. St. Chryſoſtom in oppoſition to thetl, 
« deliver'd Hymns to ſome of his People, to be ſung in the Nigit 
« jn the ſame manner: and that the buftneſs might be 

« with the greater Pomp and Solemnity, procur'd Croſſes of Sk 
« yer to be made at the Empreſſes Charge ; and order'd no 
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7 of Cathedral Worſhip. 
'# = ſhould have lighted Torches born before them, and got Br;/o the 
- | * Empreſſes own Eunuch, as Precentor, to walk before the Com- 
F £* pany: which was the occaſion of a great Scuffle and Sedition in 
'F *theCity, that iſſv*d in the utter Expulſion of the Arians, But 
| this way of Singing thus introduc'd, mas (as Sozomen obſerves) usd 
# @Conſtantinople from that day forward, Which is to me a plain 
4 ent that it was not introduc'd there before ; for otherwiſe 
hed hardly have taken ſuch particular notice of it. However, It 
had not bin long there, before it was manag'd in ſo unſeemly a 
manner, as made the good Man who firſt brought it in, perfectly 
aham'd : For the Singers affe&ted ſich mimical Geſtures, and boil- 
' terous Clamors, as turn'd the Church into a mere Stage : Where- 
upon he with great Vehemence, Warmth, and Gravity reproves 


* certain-ſound, rather became Theatres than the Church of God ; 
* becauſe they were borrow'd from thence, and were unſeemly 
#* for the Church, in which all things are to be done with Reve- 
| | ®© rence, becauſe of his tremendous Preſence, who obſerves the 
; | © Motion of every one there: yea he declares he reckons thoſe 
* rude Voices in Singing, for tokens of an uncompoſed Mind ; 
* which declare that Men are rather mad, than humbly confeſling 
_ © their Sins to God, and with a becoming lowlineſs, begging his 
* Pardon for them. Which was a ſort of a retraQtation of his 
er Fatt, when he ſaw the Profaneneſs to which it gave gocca- 
0a and intimates an abatement of his fondneſs for the Cathe- 
dril Segrice, when he found how much Religion, and the Wor- 
ftipof God was like to ſuffer by it, We may very well conclude, 
thatthe ame fervent Piety and Zeal for God, could he have known 
the Miſchief it occaſion'd in ſucceeding Ages, would have made 
im as forward to throw it out, as ever he was to bring it in. U 
the whole, there's no great room for boaſting of theſe three 
Patrons ; for the firſt was reputed an Innovator- in that very re- 
t, wherein our Cathedralifts urge his Authority : The ſecond 
things of this nature, made more uſe of other Mens Eyes than 
bisown : and the third in a little time ſaw cauſe to repent his for- 
mrdneſs in that for which they commend him ; and in effe& re- 
it. 
« Thus I have given you a brief View of the firſt Riſe of Anti- 
| Singing,” at Antioch, at Caſarea; and Conſtantinople in the 
Ut; andat AGlanin the Weſt : whence by degrees it was ſpread 
5 G48 D 1 to 


OO Rows 7 fro or > IS ww M5 TS Fw NV 43 15 mc SH ww ure eP 


them : © Telling them that their rude Voices, which gave an un- Ghryiſ, 
Hom. 1. de 
Verb, Ifaiz 


27 


I. 5. P. 128, 3 


The Riſe and Antiquity | 


to other places, You may perhaps wonder, I have not in all thy # 
time brought it to Roe, where there was from: the firſt:Riſcgf Þ 
Chriſtianity, a great fondneſs of Pomp and Magnificence obſer. Þ 
vable,and a forwardneſs to outdo all other Churches. ' But the truth Þ 
of it is, | am for dealing impartially: Rome hath enoughinall res Þ 
ſon to anſwer for, it need not be charg*d falfly. Other Citin 
were beforc it in the time of admitting the. Cathedral Service; # 
but when once it was receiv'd there, it was quickly ſo improyl F 
3 that no time ſeem'd loſt, while it remain'd unknown. It, well F 
Conc. T. 1. believe the Pontifical, *'twas Pope Damaſus who firſt ordain 
pe 496. that Pſalms ſhould be ſung both Day and Night by the Clergy, 
There is in St. Jecrom's Works a Letter of this Pope, wherein bed | tof 
fires bim to ſend him an Account of the Grecian manner of Singing; | Art 
and be gives this Reaſon, becauſe it was not as yet u9d amongit them, | tho 
neither was the Grace of an Hymn known in their Mouth. - | Baroniucaly | the 
the truth of this Epiitle into queſtion ; but the Pontifieal aſſerts, | way 
and gives Credit to it, In his time therefore, that is about the Year | Por 
of Chriſt 380, Antiphonal Singing was brought in at Rome alſo, | this 
And there it was fo cultivated, that it made mighty advances un- | for 
der the conduct of ſeveral Popes ſucceſiiely ; till at length it be | diti 
came as hard a matter for any one to manage a Part in the Quire, | tho 
as on the Stage ; nay requir'd more time and pains for a Perſon to | her 
learn to ſing the Praiſes of God in the Church, than to ſing na } Ab 


Theatre. Wat 
Should I pretend to give you an Account of the ſeveral Emend» | of 
tions, Augmentations, and gradual Alterations, of the Cgyaedr ney 


Service in the Roman hands, I ſhould ſoon expatiate beyondthe | anc 
bounds of a Letter, and therefore ['Il forbear ; and only obſerfe | the 
that in the time of Gregory the Great, (that. is, about the Year | wh 
Chriſt *620) it was brought to Perfe&ion ; and thence-forward | out 
call'd Cantus Gregorianus, in Engliſh the Gregorian Cant. | He'ſeat | abl 
it into our Nation by his Truſty Emiſſary  Auſtm the Monk, nl | ne: 
found ſuch a ſtiffneſs among the Britiſh Clergy, that, he was,quif | an 
at a loſs: they were not to be perſwaded to forſake their-on | rex 
Rites of Worſhip, and receive the Romiſh Trumpery, and amontj | 5 
others things their new model'd, and much admir'd Cathedral St- 


| Bede Hiſt. vice ; .whereupon he was the Occaſion of the ſlaughter of 3wel 
: Kecl.l.2.c:2: hundred of them at once, being refolv'd they ſhould pay; dear\fot } the 
| Br their unmuſical Diſpoſition, One would think this ſhould -be-botd'& en; 


poor encouragement to the Survivors, to dance after his Pipe* a , 


+= 


| that the Remembrance of it ſhovld damp our preſent Clergy in 
F their moſt pompous Service, and abate ther fondneſs of the Quire, 
| whichwas in this [land founded in fo much Blood ! Our old prit- 

ts however for a good while atter kept their ground ; tho Auſtin 
* ladgot the better of them they would not yield : they would not 
# conform to the Roman Cuſtom,io much as in the time of celebrating 
" the Paſchal Solemnity ; much leſs would they comply in changing 
* that plain and ſimple manner,of Divine Worſhip which prevaiPd 
- among them, for a Gaudy, Pompous, and Theatrical fort of Wor- 


 Waypav'd for the introduction of the Cathedral Service with all its 
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fip, which was all made up of Art and Shew, But about the year 
of-Chriſt 670, Pope /italian ſent Theodore a Grecian into England, 

to fillup the Vacant See of Canterbury, who by his Subtilty and 

Artifice outwitted the poor Brittans, to the full ſatisfattion of 

thoſe who employ'd him. He held a Synod at Hartford, wherein Spelman. 
the Eaſter Controverſy was ſettled to the Pope's Mind, and the concil. 


Pomp. To this Pope Yitatian, to whom our Nation is oblig'd for 
this Archbiſhop Theodore, mult we pay our Acknowledgments alſo 
for Organs in Divine Worſhip 3; of which (if Platina be to be cre- pjatina in 
dited) he was the firſt introducer. -—Some time after, when Aga- vita Vitalia- 
tho was in the Pontifical Chair, Bened#tF, who had built a Monaſtery ni. 
here in Britain, went to Rome to be confirm'd in the honour of his | 
Abbacy. He was kindly receiv'd, and the Pope ſent one Foh# (who ns as ot 
was chief Singer at St. Peters in Rome, and Abbot of the Monaſtery 55. N. io. # 
of St. Martin) back along with him; who introduc'd into his 
new. built Monaſtery, the whole Service that was us'd at St. Peter's, 
and taught his Singers the art of Chanting, in conformity to 
the Roman Method. This was about the year of Chriſt 679; 
which is the earlieſt certain date of the Cathedral Service in this 
our-Land, Our Þrittaxs had for ſome Ages worſhip'd God accept- 
ably enough without it, and might have continued ſo to do had they: 
never known it. But Rome had then ſet up for the Mother-Church, 
and with great zeal ſpread an Uniformity of Service among all her 
reputed Daughters; till in proceſs of time ſhe had made them al} 
2-bad as her ſelf. 
' But France was not even yet conformable : Pope Hadrian there- 
fore took the Advantage of the Obligation he had laid on Charles 
the Great, by making him. Emperor of the Weſt, in order to the 
engaging him to introduce the Gregorian Cant into the Callick 
Church. About which Baronius gives us this memorable Paſſage : 


þ 1 
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Of Liturgies, 
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Baron. ad An. & In the Year 787, the Emperor kept his 'Baſter with Pope! 
787+. N. 106. © Jrian at Rome; and in thoſe days of Feſtivity there aroſe apret | 
; « Contention between the Singers of the French and Roman fort, | 
& The French pretended to ſing more gravely and decently;'the | 
&« Romans more melodiouſly and artificially ; and each miphtily # 
<« undervalu'd the other. + The Emperor yielded to the Pope, ad | 
<« made. his own Servants truckle; and thereupon carry'd bak | 
<« with him Theodore and:Benedidt (two expert Roman Singer F | 
«to inſtru& his Countrymen. The Pope alſo gave him the&@ F- , 
man Antipbonary, which he promis'd ſhould be generallyw/di | 


''The Riſe and Antiquity 


£c 


& his Dominions. And upon his return into France, he placd one 
* of theſe Artiſts in the City of Metz ; ordering that the Sing- 
& ers ſhould from all the Cities of France, repair thither to him to 
&« learn his Art of Singing, and playing on the Organs. And 
thus you ſee (in part) how the Cathedral Service ſpread in theſe 
Weſtern Parts, by means of the Pope of Rome, who had then ſe 
up for Adminiſtrator General of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 
PII forbear troubling you with the various Conſtitutions of ſ& 
veral National Councils about this ſort of Service, leſt I treſpaſs 


.- upon your Patience : tho if they were conſulted (1 find by ſundry 


inſtances) they would diſcover a ſenſe even among the Clergy, s 
bad as *twas, of the Corruptions which prevail'd in it. purh lieu 
of it, PII give you the Cenſures of ſundry particular Perſons of 
Note and Eminence all along in the Charch. 

Dr. Comber in the heat of his Zeal for the Service of the Quire, 
poſitively aſſerts, that no Chriſtians, before our Diſſenters appear 
ever found any fault with it. As for the Diſſenters, I undettake 
not their Patronage ; tho this ll venture to ſay for them, that the 
moſt rational and ſolid of them (with whom I have had any Cor- 


- verſe) lay a greater ſtreſs on the Objeftions to which our Confti- 


tution is liable, than thoſe that may be ſtarted againſt our Mode of 
Worſhip in our Pariſh Churches. But as for the Worſhip of our 
Cathedrals, there are a great many who never deſerted the'Com- 


' munion of the Church, nor never intended it, who are as mi 


againſt it as any of the Diſſenters. And, but that I a little know 
the World, it would have amaz'd me, that a Man fo converſant 


with Books as Dr. Comber, ſhould pretend the Objections againſt - 
' It are of late Date: for alas it hath met with oppoſition ever ſince | 

it appear*d in the World, and bin objected againſt in every Af 
. Pl mention a few Inſtances of many. "3 
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'F The Neoceſarean Clergy (abovemention'd) excepted againſt it 


COTE 


- ga Novelty, when it. was ſo induſtriouſly ſpread by St. Zafl; and | 


F that not many Years after its firſt appearance, 

T - St. Juſtin (when his Mind was calm) was much afraid of it, 1 

'# know indeed there is a Paſſage of his often made uſe of in favour 
"# of the Quire, and it cant be deni'd but he once commended it, 
4 for ſpeaking of the firſt Introduction of Antiphonal Singing at 
F Milan, at which he was preſent, he thus expreſſes himſelf : © How Confeſf. 1. 
F * abundantly did I weep before God, to hear thoſe Hymns of. 6. 
F * thine; being touch'd to the very quick by the Voices of thy 

| *fweet-Church-Song ! The Voices flow'd into my Ears, and th 


* Truth pleaſingly diſtill'd into my Heart, which caus'd the Af- 
'* fetions of my Devotion to overflow, and my Tears to-run 
*.over; and happy did I find my ſelf therein. This was his firſt 
Apprehention before he had weigh'd matters in an even ballance. 
But St, Auſtin was. not aſham'd to change his Judgment ; wit- 


neſs his Book of Retra@ations. He at firſt miſtook the natural work- . 
- ings of his Paſſions,thro the influence of Muſick, for the fervent work- | 


Ings of a vigorous Devotion : (a common miſtake I doubt among 
the trequenters of Cathedrals!) But when he came to himſelf, 


he ſaw his. danger : © and thereupon cenſur'd himſelf ſeverely, conf. 1. 16. 


© for being ſo tickled with ſenſual Delight in Divine Worſhip, c. 33 


 ® and heartily bleſt God for being deliver'd from that Snare, He 


® withal expreſly declares, that he often wiſh'd that the melo- 
+ dious Singing of David's Pſalter with ſo munch art, were re- 
*.mov'd from his and the. Churches Ears: and that he thought 


_ *the Method which he had often heard was us'd by Athanaſius 


* Biſhop of Alexandria was the ſafeſt ; who caus'd him who read 
*.the Pſalm to uſe ſo little a variation of the Voice, that he 
* ſeem'd more like to one pronouncing, than ſinging, And 


* elſewhere he declates, that the ſame way of Singing as was Ep. 175. 


*usd in Alexandria, prevail'd throughout all Africa, St. Auſtin 
charges it upon himſz1f as a great fault, that he was more mov'd 
with. the pompous ſort of Singing, than the thing ſung; and 
that he gave more reſpect to muſical Delights in the Church than 
was ſeemly ; to which he was very prone; and which he- repre- 
ats as a great inconvenience of nicely manag'd artificial Con- 
cord in that part of Divine Worſhip. I wiſh thoſe who profeſs 
great a Reverence for Antiquity, could but ſee the force of 
this Objetion as coming from ſo noted a Father as St. _— 

which - 
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4 © with ſweet Modulation, that our Theatrical Tunes and Songs # 
I « may be heard in the Church; but we are to ling with Reverence, Þ .*: 
de Eeclefiaſt. 1/3dore. Hiſpalenſis (a celebrated Author in the fixth Century} Þ 
off. 11. 5: fays, that © the Singing of the Primitive Chriſtians was next akig | * 
; « to Reading, the variation of the Voice was lo very ſmall ; and $5 
« as for-that pompous way of Singing which had a little before | # 
« his time bin introduc'd into the Weſtern Church, he ſays twa 6. 
x © brovght.in for the ſake of thoſe who were Carnal, and not on #- 
© their account who were Spiritual: that thoſe who. ate not wt 


& reach'd or affeted by the Words, might be charn'd by. the Mt: 
&« ſweetneſs of the Harmony. In my Appreheation, this is' not # ©. 
2 much in favour of the Quire. + W.L 
De Inſtitut. Rabanus Maurus (who was a Diſciple of the famous: Alcume) | fabl 
Tleric. 1.2. « freely declares himſelf againſt Muſical Artifice, and Theatri- &; 


c $0. &« calSinging in the Worſhip of God ; and only for ſuch as'may | ©: 
q < move compunction, and may be clearly underſtood by the # tha 
« Hearers. ] F:- 24d 


In 22. 9.591. Thotgas Aquinas (who is univerſally reputed the ſolideſt of the the 
= 4 Schoolmen) *<© declares againſt muſical Inſtruments in divine Wor” | and 
| & ſhip}; which togetl;er with the pompous Service of the Quire, F © 1 
« hefeems to intimate were Judaical. He ſays Muſical Inſtra- F © t 

<< ments do more ſtir up the mind to Delight, than frame it 

* to. a right Diſpoſition. In the Old Teſtament ſuch ſenſitive | © * 

© helps were more needful, and they were figurative of ſomething: 

© but now (he ſays) he ſees no reaſon for them. by 

talog, Teſt. Jobn Wickleff (that early Deteſter of the Corruptions which had 
Ver. 1.18. * gverſpread the Church) declar'd againſt the Eccleſiaſtical Sing- $i 
| ing. He was altogether againſt the Cathedral Service, and that | © ] 


Ceremonious Worſhip, which the Popes of Rome in all Parts {6 Z 

zealouſly promoted. He mightily contended for the Abolition } war 

the ſevcral Offices, and Canonical Hours, &c, * 
omment. on After him, among others, Eraſmus very freely (in his wontel "x 
x Cor. 14.15. manner) inveighs againſt the Cathedral Chanting. © Wy - 


— of Cathedral Worſhip. + 
= ** (@ys he) a fort a Muſick brought into Divine Worſhip, which. 
 * hinders People from diſtinly underſtanding a word almoſt that 
F *is aid. Nor have the Singers any leifure to mind what it is they 
= *.ſingz nor can the Vulgar hear any thing but an empty ſound, 
FF * which delightfully glides into their Ears: What Notions have 
"# *© they (fays he) of Chriſt, who think he's pleas'd with ſuch a Noiſe ? 

3 * and afterwards, We have brought (ſays he) a tedious and 

'# -©frolickfom ſort of Muſick into the Houſe of God, a tumultu- 

"F © ous noiſe of different Voices, ſuch as I think was never heard 

* in the Theatres, either of Greeks or Romans, For the keep- 

«ing up of which, whole flocks of Boys are maintain'd at great 

& Charges, whoſe Age is ſpent in learning ſuch gibble gabble ; 

« while they are taught nothing that is good and uſeful; a 

* whole troop of lazy Lubbards are alſo maintain'd merely for 

«the ſame purpoſe. At ſuch coſt is the Church for a thing that's 

& peſtiferous.. W hereupon he wiſhes it were exactly calculated, 

| © how many poor Men might be relievd and maintain'd out of 

_ © the Salaries of theſe Singers. (A very good wiſh ; I may poſ- 

 fibly make an Eſſay towards ſuch a Calculation in my next.) 

« He particularly reflets upon the Engliſh for their fondneſs of 

& this ſort of Service.—So that I find *tis not of late days only, 

that my Countrymen are degenerated from the old Brittans. 


and ſays: © That *tis {© licentious, that the Divine Offices, Ho- ©P: 17- 
| * ly Myſteries, and Prayers, are chanted by a company of wan- 

* ton Muſicians, who are hir'd with a great ſam of Money, not 

* tothe Hearers Underſtanding, but merely for wanton tickling. 

® The Church being filld with bellaine Clamours, while the Boys 

© whine the Deſcant, others bellow the Tenour, others bark the 

* Counterpoint, others ſqueak the Treble, others grunt the Baſe ; 

*-and they make that many ſounds may be heard, but no Words 

*:or: Sentences (almoſt) -be underſtood, but the - Authority of 

* Judgment is taken away both from the Ears and Mind. 


* Eccleliaſtical Chanting, and the roaring in our Temples, 
* (which-are ſcarce underſtood by the Prieſts themſelves) is a 
'F ©wolt- fooliſh and vain abuſe, and a moſt pernicious hindrance 
'F © to Piety. | 

"4 E I 


Cornelius Agrippa (who was Counſellor to the Emperor Charles De Vanicate ; 
the 5tb) vehemently alſo inveighs againſt the Church Mulick, Scientiarum, ; 


Zuinglius, (the firſt Reformer of the Helverian Church) is very Zuinglii A. 
warm-alſo upon this Point. © It is evident (ſays he) that the Pilp-2-p.106. * 


"The be % nd Free 


} might mention Fob Cakvin alſo ; but that I know his! 
won't go far with thoſe whoſe Conviction I would gladly pr 
But Cardinal Cajetan is an Unexceptionable -Man ; as: great ny 1 


3 Enemy as he was of the Reformers, he yet herein agrees! * none 

x Cor. 14- them 3 declaring, & that it may be eaſily gather'd from 1 Cortg | near' 

© that *tis much more eligible and agreeable to the Ape - with 

Mind, that the Sacred Offices ſhould be diſtinaly reci d, ul KM 1k 

intelligibly perform'd in the Church, without ' Muſical and Ar. 773 

tificial Harmony ; than ſo manag?'d, as that with the noiſe of my F:: b 

- ſical Organs, and the Multitude, Clamours and-Quavers;an(/F Chorc 

abſurd Repetitions of affected Singers, (which ſeem as it mere n | fp 

devisd on purpoſe to darken the ſenſe) the Auditors ſhould e4Þ had-C 

ſo confounded, as that no one ſhoutd be'able to vadertal | grage 
3 what was ſung. 

De Invent. Polidore Vi irgile alſo: (tho an 1 talian) writes to the ſame parpaſt; | ; Ph 

perm, |. 6. Now (ſays he) the Chanters make a noife in the Church,: | - weigh 

_- nothing is heard there but a Voice; and others who-are pre-ÞF in the 

ſent reft ſatisfi'd with the conſent of the Crys, no way. to ex 

ing the meaning: of the words. And ſo it is, that: Fm | al and 

+ Multitude, all the eſteem of Divine Worſhip ſeems torelyup- & be uni 

on the Chanters: ; altho generally no ſort of Men are —_— FReign 

more wicked, [the Spaniſh Index Expurgatorius, pag. 72. order Rever 

theſe words to be left out in following Impreſſions] « andin th ef & hath ( 

<* ſame place, ſpeaking of the Quire, (he ſaith) I way ſay tl tÞ Crany 

© theſe are tor the moſt part brought into our Ceremonies from | ' Biſhop 

< the old Heathens, who were wontto ſacrifice with Sympnony;, F Exete? 

. &« as Livy witneſſeth, Lib. 9. f ary ; = 

EL indan. Pano- Nay Lindanus Biſhop of Ruremond, continues even after theR&-F Almo 

ppliz, Ls c. 7. formation in the ſame Tone ; and bitterly * complains of the  Cheke, 

« Muſicians and Singers, that have poſſeſt the Church; whoſe of Ha 

Singing is. nothing elſe but a Theatrical confuſion of was " Hales, 

which rather tends to avert the minds of Hearers from | Brook | 

that is good, than raiſe them to'God : and declares, . that t07F' Senſe : 

he had oft. bin preſent, and was as attentive as well he alt " | came 

be to what was ſung, he yet could hardly underſtand a0%l | publiſ 

the whole Service was ſo. fill'd with Repetitions, and a-conlltkFF the ſe1 

fion of different Voices and Tones, and rude Clamours.-. of | of as 1 

thereupon he praiſes thoſe who expelPd this ſort-of 'N Neg ' fordec 

out 'of their Churches as 2 profane hindrance of Divine'V "_ of nent. 

tip, and a devite of humane Vanity, rather than odat ih «f the 

conti 3 
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Ewith ſuch Patrons as the Perſons mentioned, 
© | know indeed *twill be Teply'd, that the forecited Cenſures 
mere level'd againſt the Service of the Quire in the Popiſh Church- 
Fes: bur till it. can be made appear that it is even in our Proteſtant 


T ons: have an equal force. And really, tho I have bin abroad, and- 
& had Opportunity. of ſeeing the Popiſh way, yet (bating the Lan- 
& pnage) 1 can diſcern little difference between their Worſhip and 
© ours,..as manag'd in our Cathedrals. 


F :Padd one Authority more, which with ſome poſſibly may out-: 


& weigh all the reſt 3 and 'tis that of the 32 Commiſſioners, who were. 
& in the Reign of H. 8. and Zdw. 6. appointed by AQ of Parliament 
F to examine all Canons, Conſtitutions, and Ordinances, Provinci- 
F aland Synodal; and to draw up ſuch Laws Eccleliaſfical, as ſhould 

| be univerſally obſerv'd. The ſame thing was alſo reviv'd in the 

FReign of Queen Eljzabeth, but quickly dropt ; and (faith the 
| Reverend Biſhop Burnet) to the great prejudice of our Church it 
hath flept ever ſince. The Perſons deputed for this purpoſe, were 


Exeter, Hooper Biſhop of Gloceſter, Knight Biſhop of Bath, Scory 
"Biſhop of Rocheſter, Mr. Taylor of Lincoln, Mr, Cox the King's 
| Almoner, Parker of Cambridg, Latimer, Cook, Peter Martyr, Sir Fobn 
- Cheke, John a Laſco, Mr. Peter, Mr. Cecyl, Sir Tho. Smith, Mr. Taylor 
| of Hadicigh, Dr. ay, Mr. Traberon, Dr. Lyel, Mr. Skinner, Joice 
"Hales, Juſtice Bromley, Goodrick, Goſnal, Stamford, Carel, Lucas, and 
| Brook Recorder of London. The flower of the Engliſh Nation for 
Senſe and Learning, Sacred and Polite Literature. Tho the Delign - 
| came not to Maturity, yet may we in their unfiniſh'd Tract, (fince 
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- publiſd under the Title of Reformatio Legum Anglicarum) as to : 


"the ſeveral Points whereof they treat, ſee the Judgment of a ſet 
| of as valuable Men as this Nation could perhaps ever have at-. 
| orded, for conſulting together about a matter of ſo great Mo- 


Vice, 


(R nv'd--it, for the gaining the Applauſe of the Light and 
Y Wi 4 — ERETET "= | 
"And now, 'Sir,, what think-you of Dr, Comber's Aſſertion, that. 


"none objected againſt the Cathedral Service, till the Di/ſenrcrs ap- 
Lpear'd ? 1 doubt the Door would not willingly have them grac'd: 


T Chorches free from the things excepted againſt, their Obje&i-' 


E Cranmer Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Ridley Biſhop of London ; Ponet 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, Goodrick Biſhop of Ely, . Coverdale Biſhop of 


| ment, Now in this Diſcourſe of theirs, when-they come to treat, . ... b 
| of the Vocal and Inſtrumental Muſick us'd in the Cathedral Ser- g4;;;,. c,,, . # 
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